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Hospital, which he showed us. The Infirmatory, where
the sick lay, was paved with various colored marbles,
and the walls hung with noble pieces; the beds are
very fair; in the middle is a stately cupola, under which
is an altar decked with divers marble statues, all in
sight of the sick, who may both see and hear mass, as
they lie in their beds. The organs are very fine, and
frequently played on to recreate the people in pain. To
this joins an apartment destined for the orphans; and
there is a school: the children wear blue, like ours in
London, at an hospital of the same appellation. Here
are forty nurses, who give suck to such children as are
accidentally found exposed and abandoned. In another
quarter, are children of a bigger growth, 450 in num-
ber, who are taught letters. In another, 500 girls, under
the tuition of divers religious matrons, in a monastery,
as it were, by itself. I was assured there were at least
2,000 more maintained in other places. I think one
apartment had in it near 1,000 beds; these are in a very
long room, having an inner passage for those who at-
tend, with as much care, sweetness, and conveniency as
can be imagined, the Italians being generally very neat.
Under the portico, the sick may walk out and take the
air. Opposite to this, are other chambers for such as
are sick of maladies of a more rare and difficult cure,
and they have rooms apart. At the end of the long
corridor is an apothecary's shop, fair and very well stored;
near which are chambers for persons of better quality,
who are yet necessitous. Whatever the poor bring is, at
their coming in, delivered to a treasurer, who makes an
inventory, and is accountable to them, or their represen-
tatives if they die.

To this building joins the house of the commendator,
who, with his officers attending the sick, make up ninety
persons; besides a convent and an ample church for the
friars and priests who daily attend. The church is ex-
tremely neat, and the sacristia is very rich. Indeed it is
altogether one of the most pious and worthy foundation^
I ever saw. Nor is the benefit small which divers young
physicians and chirurgeons reap by the experience they
learn here among the sick, to whom those students have
free access. Hence, we ascended a Very steep hill, near
the Port St. Pancratio, to that stately fountain calledalis, called Christ'sItaly for a few shillings from an old
